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1. A Party may submit a proposal to the Secretariat for listing a chemical in 
Annexes A, B and/or C. The proposal shall contain the information specified 
in Annex D. In developing a proposal, a Party may be assisted by other 
Parties and/or by the Secretariat. 

2. The Secretariat shall verify whether the proposal contains the information 
specified in Annex D. If the Secretariat is satisfied that the proposal contains 
the information so specified, it shall forward the proposal to the Persistent 
Organic Pollutants Review Committee. 

3. The Committee shall examine the proposal and apply the screening criteria 
specified in Annex D in a flexible and transparent way, taking all information 
provided into account in an integrative and balanced manner.  

4. If the Committee decides that: 
a. It is satisfied that the screening criteria have been fulfilled, it shall, 

through the Secretariat, make the proposal and the evaluation of the 
Committee available to all Parties and observers and invite them to 
submit the information specified in Annex E; or 

b. It is not satisfied that the screening criteria have been fulfilled, it shall, 
through the Secretariat, inform all Parties and observers and make the 
proposal and the evaluation of the Committee available to all Parties 
and the proposal shall be set aside. 

5. Any Party may resubmit a proposal to the Committee that has been set aside 
by the Committee pursuant to paragraph 4. The resubmission may include 
any concerns of the Party as well as a justification for additional consideration 
by the Committee. If, following this procedure, the Committee again sets the 
proposal aside, the Party may challenge the decision of the Committee and 
the Conference of the Parties shall consider the matter at its next session. 
The Conference of the Parties may decide, based on the screening criteria in 
Annex D and taking into account the evaluation of the Committee and any 
additional information provided by any Party or observer, that the proposal 
should proceed. 

6. Where the Committee has decided that the screening criteria have been 
fulfilled, or the Conference of the Parties has decided that the proposal should 
proceed, the Committee shall further review the proposal, taking into account 
any relevant additional information received, and shall prepare a draft risk 
profile in accordance with Annex E. It shall, through the Secretariat, make that 
draft available to all Parties and observers, collect technical comments from 
them and, taking those comments into account, complete the risk profile. 
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7. If, on the basis of the risk profile conducted in accordance with Annex E, the 
Committee decides:  

a. That the chemical is likely as a result of its long-range environmental 
transport to lead to significant adverse human health and/or 
environmental effects such that global action is warranted, the 
proposal shall proceed. Lack of full scientific certainty shall not prevent 
the proposal from proceeding. The Committee shall, through the 
Secretariat, invite information from all Parties and observers relating to 
the considerations specified in Annex F. It shall then prepare a risk 
management evaluation that includes an analysis of possible control 
measures for the chemical in accordance with that Annex; or 

b. That the proposal should not proceed, it shall, through the Secretariat, 
make the risk profile available to all Parties and observers and set the 
proposal aside. 

8. For any proposal set aside pursuant to paragraph 7 (b), a Party may request 
the Conference of the Parties to consider instructing the Committee to invite 
additional information from the proposing Party and other Parties during a 
period not to exceed one year. After that period and on the basis of any 
information received, the Committee shall reconsider the proposal pursuant to 
paragraph 6 with a priority to be decided by the Conference of the Parties. If, 
following this procedure, the Committee again sets the proposal aside, the 
Party may challenge the decision of the Committee and the Conference of the 
Parties shall consider the matter at its next session. The Conference of the 
Parties may decide, based on the risk profile prepared in accordance with 
Annex E and taking into account the evaluation of the Committee and any 
additional information provided by any Party or observer, that the proposal 
should proceed. If the Conference of the Parties decides that the proposal 
shall proceed, the Committee shall then prepare the risk management 
evaluation. 

9. The Committee shall, based on the risk profile referred to in paragraph 6 and 
the risk management evaluation referred to in paragraph 7 (a) or paragraph 8, 
recommend whether the chemical should be considered by the Conference of 
the Parties for listing in Annexes A, B and/or C. The Conference of the 
Parties, taking due account of the recommendations of the Committee, 
including any scientific uncertainty, shall decide, in a precautionary manner, 
whether to list the chemical, and specify its related control measures, in 
Annexes A, B and/or C. 

Annex A: ELIMINATION 
Annex B: RESTRICTION 
Annex C: UNINTENTIONAL PRODUCTION 
Annex D: INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS AND SCREENING CRITERIA (see 
below) 
Annex E: INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE RISK PROFILE (see 
below). 



 
Annex E 

INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE RISK PROFILE 
 

The purpose of the review is to evaluate whether the chemical is likely, as a 
result of its long-range environmental transport, to lead to significant adverse 
human health and/or environmental effects, such that global action is warranted. 
For this purpose, a risk profile shall be developed that further elaborates on, and 
evaluates, the information referred to in Annex D and includes, as far as 
possible, the following types of information: 

(a) Sources, including as appropriate: 
(i) Production data, including quantity and location; 
(ii) Uses; and 
(iii) Releases, such as discharges, losses and emissions; 

(b) Hazard assessment for the endpoint or endpoints of concern, including 
a consideration of toxicological interactions involving multiple 
chemicals; 

(c) Environmental fate, including data and information on the chemical and 
physical properties of a chemical as well as its persistence and how 
they are linked to its environmental transport, transfer within and 
between environmental compartments, degradation and transformation 
to other chemicals. A determination of the bio-concentration factor or 
bio-accumulation factor, based on measured values, shall be available, 
except when monitoring data are judged to meet this need; 

(d) Monitoring data; 
(e) Exposure in local areas and, in particular, as a result of long-range 

environmental transport, and including information regarding bio-
availability; 

(f) National and international risk evaluations, assessments or profiles and 
labeling information and hazard classifications, as available; and 

(g) Status of the chemical under international conventions. 
 

Annex F 
INFORMATION ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS 

 
An evaluation should be undertaken regarding possible control measures for 
chemicals under  consideration for inclusion in this Convention, encompassing 
the full range of options, including management and elimination. For this 



purpose, relevant information should be provided relating to socioeconomic 
considerations associated with possible control measures to enable a decision to 
be taken by the Conference of the Parties. Such information should reflect due 
regard for the differing capabilities and conditions among the Parties and should 
include consideration of the following indicative list of items: 

(a) Efficacy and efficiency of possible control measures in meeting risk 
reduction goals: 

(i) Technical feasibility; and 
(ii) Costs, including environmental and health costs; 

(b) Alternatives (products and processes): 
(i) Technical feasibility; 
(ii) Costs, including environmental and health costs; 
(iii) Efficacy; 
(iv) Risk; 
(v) Availability; and 
(vi) Accessibility; 

(c) Positive and/or negative impacts on society of implementing possible 
control measures: 

(i) Health, including public, environmental and occupational health; 
(ii) Agriculture, including aquaculture and forestry; 
(iii) Biota (biodiversity); 
(iv) Economic aspects; 
(v) Movement towards sustainable development; and 
(vi) Social costs; 

(d) Waste and disposal implications (in particular, obsolete stocks of 
pesticides and clean-up of contaminated sites): 

(i) Technical feasibility; and 
(ii) Cost; 

(e) Access to information and public education; 
(f) Status of control and monitoring capacity; and 
(g) Any national or regional control actions taken, including information on 

alternatives, and other relevant risk management information. 


